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Chriſtian Fortitude, 
A SERM O N. 


Heb. xii. g. 


CONSIDER HIM THAT ENDURED SUCH CONTRADIC=- 
TION OF SINNERS AGAINST HIMSELF, 


H E, who spake as never Man spoke, atled as 
never Man atted, nor was there more of the wis- 
dom of God in the teaching of Jesus Christ, than 
of the moral excellence of God in his life. That 
the character should be complete in every view, 
was involved in the very idea of a divine mes- 
senger, if it were a part of the divine plan that 
the messenger should do more than barely deli- 
ver the message to our world. The will of the 
Supreme Being might have been communicated 
to Man in a way similar to the delivery of the 
law on Mount Sinai; but the dispensation of the 
gospel having nothing partial and limited in its 
view, being addressed to all men, and design- 
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ing the renovation of the human nature in its 
utmost character of moral excellence and moral 
, Preparation for a better world, the divine wis- 
dom was pleased to teach both by a perfect law, 
and by a perfect example in a human form, 
Without the accomodation of an example, ap- 
1 pearing as that of a Man to us, and exhibiting 
all that is dignified and lovely in Man, and de- 
rived from no principles, from no powers but 
what are common to human nature, what are 
accessible to every human being, the abstract 
purity and perfection of the christian law might 
have seemed to be above the reach of Man; it 
might have been contemplated indeed with an 
ay ful veneration, but repelled the very thought 
of human conformity in proportion to the glory 
and splendor of the view. 
"I Ihe example of Jesus Christ was therefore 
WK. designed by God to co-operate with the truth 
and purity of the Christian dottrine, to invite 
and to persuade, to encourage and to animate, 
to reconcile instruction of the highest form with 
a firm convittion that it was in human nature to 
live up to all the purity and dignity of this in- 
struction. | | 
The character of Jesus Christ is in every view 
adapted to this truly paternal end, His life is the 
picture 
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picture of his doctrine, and it has this peculiar 
excellence, that though every thing which we 
can conceive of sanctity and benevolence was 
found in him, yet every virtue and form of vir- 
tue is in him of a human charatter, issuing from 
motives which are human, diredted to ends 
which are human, and embracing in one great 
and comprehensive view the very interests of 
this world, while it submits these interests to the 
hope of futurity, in comparison of which the in- 
terests of this life are as nothing. 

This is a vast design, but worthy of the great 
Being from whom it came, and if it were fit that 
it should be conducted by a Mediator, the wis- 
dom of this Being was alone competent to cleft 
the Mediator fitted to the execution. If fatu- 
rity could be admitted to be out of the view of - 
Man, human imagination could not dress up a 
character more adapted to all the pleasant cha- 
rities, to all the safe, the honourable and the so- 
lid dependancies of this world. There is no pri- 
vate relation, no intercourse of Man with Man, 
no form of society, of domestic or friendly or 
political arrangement, which can go to a richer 
source of wise instruction than the principles 
and example of the New Testament. The se- 
verest adherence to them would detract not from 
one 
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one true joy which is within the reach of Man, 
while it would assuredly exterminate many of 
the rudest disturbances of human life. That the 
precepts and example of Jesus Christ produce 
not this blessed end, is not because they are un- 
. fitted to human nature and to human life; for 
so far as they do operate, the end is produced, 
and their perfect adaptation to both is evinced 
by many wonderfully lovely and perfect exhibi- 
tions of christian charatter, and by the vast ef- 
® fe& which such characters have in meliorating 
the evils and disorders of this world. 

But though christianity be fitted even to the 
best views of the present life, it is a truth and 
"ws singular truth, that this effect is not produced 
| | by christianity on one human being, but inas- 
[| much as it destroys in acomparative view the va- 
| lue of this world. This is no contradiction, but 
agreeable to plain wisdom and the proper order 
of things. Christianity in 1ts sublimest teaching 
utters only this obvious truth, that the body 
Should bow to the mind, and time to eternity, 
and Man to God. No one therefore has entered 
into the spirit of the new testament, who from 
the doctrine and example of his Master has not 
adopted the heavenly mindedness of the gospel, 
as the great commanding rule of his whole life. 


The 
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The rule is indeed sublime, but not more sub- 
lime than Man may aspire to, and it is more 
fitted to his nature, and more conciliated to the 
very plan of his existence here, than we at first 
may be aware of. If attending to the course and 
discipline of human life, we admit only the ex- 
pectation of an hereafter, we might infer a lesson 
similar to what the new testament teaches, and 
what the example of Jesus Christ encourages us 
to aim at. Life invites to pleasure and to joy, 
but the pleasure and the joy change with the pro- 
gress of the man, and nothing remains as the 
last result but the form of the mind, and the mo- 
ral preparation for a state which may be accom- 
modated to the character that it has acquired. 
In opposition to this moral culture all is oblivi- 
on, saticty, or disgust ; and as if a secret and all- 
powerful enemy set himself against the views of 
vice, the history of a vicious Man is but the his- 
tory of flattering expectation and painful disap- 
pointment. Such is the consequence of every 
plan which regulates not the enjoyments of the 
present world in conformity to the hope of ano- 
ther. 

To promote therefore the moral vicws of our 
Creator, and to facilitate the moral instruction 
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of the gospel, God has been pleased. to consti- 


tute this world to us all, so as that enjoyment 
shall enter into its experience in a very small 
proportion to the wishes and to the capacity of 
Man. From the whole history of human life 
it is impossible methinks for any considerate 
observer to avoid this conclusion, that it is pro- 
perly a state of trial, that its distinguishing cha- 
ratter is not that of a state of enjoyment, and 


that as suffering has a wonderful tendency to pu- 


rify and to exalt che character, suffering is per- 
mitted in a very serious degree to intrude into 
the experience of the wisest, the most virtuous, 
the most unoffending and the most benevolent 


of human beings. 


Man, taken in the whole of his life from the 


cradle to the grave, and especially when he has 


passed the days of frolick and light amusement, 
is much more a creature of suffering than of en- 
joyment. The precepts and example and the 
promises of the new testament are adapted to 
this unalterable plan of human life, and while 
they leave to its disciple all that is truly worth 
pursuing in this world, they raise him above its 
terrors, and derive to him a generous consola- 
lation from the assured expetlation of a better. 
The 
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The character of jesus Christ presents to us 
not only a purity, a temperance, a mildness, a 
8weetness, and an affettionate benevolence, 
which is fitted to invite us into all the graceful 
and lovely walks of social virtue, but a piety 
which raises the soul to God, chastises and sancli- 
fies all its views; and withal a state of suffering, 
and an example of virtuous steadfastness and 
pious bearing under this suffering, which is 
most wisely adapted to the state of Man in this 
world, and wisely designed to reconcile us to 
some of the most awful lessons of wisdom ; but 
awful only in their approach, and whose awful- 
ness 1s softened by the alluring example of our 
great teacher and guide. 

It is therefore to this well designed part of 
our Saviour's character, his virtuous fortitude 

and mild bearing in suffering and trial, that I 
mean in the sequel of my discourse to invite 
your attention and your imitation through life. 

The fortitude of Jesus Christ appears to be 
derived from his piety and his benevolence ; 
from the perfect conformity of his mind to the 
will of God, as intending every thing that 1s 
wisest and best; and from a benevolence to the 
objetts of his mission, which entered fully into 
the paternal views of the great Being who sent 

3 him, 
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him, and delighted to be the instrument of the 
blessing designed thereby. In fine, it is a forti- 
tude exhibited in the cause of truth and moral 
good, in carrying on the plan of the divine moral 
kingdom as addressed to the moral suhjetts of it 
in our world ; but all, with the ultimate view to 
the proper happiness of Man, that being made 
partakers of the divine holiness, we might be fit- 
ted to partake of the divine happiness in a future 
state of being, better accommodated to a pure 
and perfect enjoyment than the present state of 
trial. Capable of entertaining the same high 
sentiments of piety and benevolence, of serving 
the same cause, being subjected to similar trials, 
and summoned to a like fortitude, we are invi- 
ted in every view to imitate the example of our 
all- excellent Master. 


Le r us therefore consider ourselves as being 
in similar circumstances with those in which 
Christ considered himself; as being sent into this 
world by God to act a certain moral part, to 
serve a certain moral end, and to be rewarded 
accordingly in a World, where a conformity 
to his will can alone look for its deserved 
esteem and reward. Let us not be turned aside 
from our course by the opposition of wayward, 


interested 
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interested, worldly, and malignant men; theirs 
it is to look to their own conduct, and to wait 
the just judgement of God; ours it is to do 
what we acknowledge to be our duty, and leave 
the decision also to a God who judgeth righte- 
ously. 

As Jesus Christ came to lay the foundation of 
a religion worthy of God to communicate, and 
of Men to receive, so to let us know that the in- 
terests of this religion are committed to each of 
us, according to our respective abilities and sta- 
tions, and that an account of the trust will be 
demanded by that Being who has confided it 
with us. We have each our own salvation to 
work out with fear and trembling, and to minis- 
ter cach as much as may be to the cause of truth, 
of rightcousness and of God. Let us do cach with 
steadiness and firmness, but the latter always in 
that mild, good-tempered and affectionate way 


of which Jesus Christ has set us so amiable an 
example. 


And as Jesus Christ first preached and first de- 
tivered the religion of the gospel to our world, so 
he was the first victim to religious persecution 
in the cause of this religion. God, who in his 
wisdom designed that his truth should be estab- 
lished, not by power, but by its own excellence 
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and good character, designed it for a severe tryal, 
in opposition to the interests of established errors 
and corruptions; and therefore he wisely and 
graciously designed that his Son, the captain of 
our salvation, should become perfect through 
suffering, in order that he might present a great 
and dignified example of steadfastness and forti- 
tude in the same cause to all his followers. This 
example was designed to raise them above the 
weaknesscs of human nature, to animate them to 
perseverance in their attachment to him, and 
through dangers and death of whatever form, 
carry them triumphantly into the presence of 
their heavenly Father, who in the reward of his 
Son presented an example of that reward which 
in a better world awaits every faithful combatant 
in his own cause. And the storm, for which the 
sufferings and fortitude of their Master were de- 
signed to prepare his followers, soon broke out 
upon them in awful vengeance. The heathen 
and papal persecution of the friends of truth, of 
virtue, of piety, and of God, is the most affett- 
ing tale that history has told ; it exhibits at once 
the most degrading and the most exalted picture 
of human kind; degrading, in that it shews us 
to what excess of cruelty and wickedness the 
lust of dominion and the viler interests of this 
| world 
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world can reconcile che human heart; exalted, 
in that it demonstrates in the other view to what 
a height of magnanimity, to what a mild defiance 
of every suffering and evil a pure and virtuous 
religion, the love of truth, the faith in a bene- 
volent God, and the hope of a better world can 
raise a human creature.—LIf this life in the whole 
of its view be but a trial, if we be so formed by 
the hand of our Creator, who meditates for us 
the partaking both of his holiness and happiness, 
that suffering shall have a tendency to purify and 
meliorate the human heart, to teach the last and 
noblest lesson of the mind, and direct the whole 
thought and will to the highest objects, how wise- 
ly may suffering in the exalted cause of truth and 
virtue be designed for Man in this preparatory 
world, and how justly may we refer it to the be- 
nevolence of God that he submitted his Son to 
suffering in this cause. Every sincere and aftec- 
tionate disciple of his is thereby prepared for the 
discipline of his Maker, he is encouraged him- 
self to contemplate perfection through suffering, 
and finding by experience the vanity of a depen- 
dance on this world, he surrenders up his whole 
heart to truth, to virtue, and to his Maker, that 
as the ultimate result of his trial he may be fitted 
for passing into that other world, to which the 

e 2 benevolence 
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benevolence of his God invites him. Suffering 
in one form or other is the general lot of humani- 
ty, and to every more enlightened observer of 
human nature appears to be a very wise and gra- 
cious provision of our Creator for us; it is in 
most instances not the punishment of sin, and 
where it is, it is the correction of sin, it is in all 
the instrument of Providence to gain the heart 
to God and to better things. 

We are not to wonder therefore that in the 
especial cause of religion, suffering should be 
provided as co-operating with truth to the best 
and greatest views of God for Man. In order 
to illustrate this it will be permitted me to ex- 
hibit a brief view of the circumstances in which 
a pure and conscientious principle in the cause 


of religion has been placed to this day, since the 


introduction of christianity to our world. For 

the three first centuries it had to triumph over 
heathen superstition, and for these three cen- 
turies the blood of martyrs in the cause of 
christianity was shed on every heathen altar. 
The period of suffering and persecution seemed 
to be over, when the Roman Emperors embrac- 
ed the christian faith, and a pleasant rest from 
all their terrors and trials might have been cx- 
petted to smile on the virtuous professor of this 
religion. 
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religion. But out of the bosom of this very rest 
and pcace sprang the corruption of the religion 
itself, and a new and a more awful trial to every 
sincere and uncorrupted friend of it. Heathen- 
ism in all its proper features of ceremony and 
pomp and external worship, of absurd and im- 
moral tenets, of the lust of power, of dominion 
over conscience, of terror to free and ingenu- 
ous enquiry, and summoning as from hell the 
most merciless spirit of persecution, assumed the 
christian name, and presented to pure and proper 
christianity a new field of conquest, and a new 
field of trial and probation for all its honest adhe- 
rents. No other instruments were employed by 
Providence to work the restoration of christian 
truth than those by which it was first established 
in our world, The immoral and sanguinary spi- 
rit of the Church of Rome defeated its own 
views, and undermined. the proud foundations 
of its antichristian dominion. The friends of 
truth and Christ and God met the trial with the 
noble magnanimity of the first christian martyrs, 
and from their blood shed in the cause of the 
gospel, co-operating with the truth and excel- 
lence of the gospel, sprang the revival of that 
blessed religion. For more than two centuries; 
Christendom has enjoyed in a considerable de- 

gree 
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gree the quiet and many of the desirable advan- 
tages of this second triumph over error and per- 
secution, and would to God that I could add 
that the manly and generous spirit of the refor- 
mation was expanding itself more and more.— 
No ! I fear that the lovely prospect of awaken- 
ed truth, protected conscience and unfettered 
enquiry, will again be darkened, that the mean- 
er interests of this world will again intrude them- 
selves into the cause of Christ, and that a new 
trial will again be permitted by God to prove 
the fidelity of every affectionate servant of his 
Son, of all who wish to direct their course to 
heaven by the instruttion of the gospel alone, 
unmixed with any of the delusive policies of this 
world. To announce the probable return of per- 
secution, in whatever form, is no pleasant tale. 
If God in his mercy should avert it, well! If 
God in his wisdom should design it, the will of 
God be done; you know your duty, you have 
the pattern of your Master and of those mag- 


nanimous sufferers in the cause of conscience 


and of Christ, who through faith and patience 
are now inheriting the promises. 

The contest at this moment exhibited on the 
theatre of Europe is the most grand, the most 
awful and the most momentous that the history 


of 


of the human race records; it involves all the 
interests of Man, national and individual, civil, 
moral and religious; it has in its womb such 
consequences as may decide the fate of Europe 
and the fate of all Mankind. In all the contend- 
ing parties there is much which the friends of 
peace and virtue and humanity must condemn; 
in some, in the league of the German Princes, 
all is one dark and blackened picture; nothing 
but what is fatal to liberty, to truth, to the im- 
provement of the human character and human 
life presents itself; it menaces in one rude blow, 
with one merciless oppressive crush to precipi— 
tate Man down to slavery, to barbarism. I enter 
not into the question of the civil politics of our 
native country; but contemplating you as Pro- 


testant Dissenters, and myself as a minister of 


your body, answerable to you and to God for eve- 
ry useful instruction, for preparing you for every 
encounter to which in the honest cause of your 


christianity you may be called, I must do my 


duty, nor leave it to be recorded at the last day 
that I have not invited you to do yours. 'The 
dominant spirit of your country is not favoura- 
ble to you, and with this alienated spirit to what 
trials you may be called, God alone can say. 
That you have not deserved this alienated spi- 

Tit 
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rit of your country, I do so far as I know my. 
self and know you most conscientiously affirm 
as in the presence of my Maker, I was nursed 
myself in the lap of the Genius of Britain; with. 
my very first ideas were interwoven an affection 
and a reverence to the British Constitution, to 
the Revolution and to the Hanoverian Succes- 
sion; from these neither in thought or word or 
action have I ever swerved ; but I have never 
learnt to bow to vice, to corruption; to sepa- 
rate from my scheme of human policy the pure 
and all-embracing benevolence of the gospel ; 
what is wrong I have wished as a sacred debt 
to God and Man to be reformed, what is right 
to be confirmed; I have welcomed what is good 
though mixed with human imperfection; I have 
entered into no dark insidious policies, harbour- 
ed ill-will to no one, plotted no schemes of de- 
struction; and such I hope and trust is the form 
of your minds, such the general and prevailing 
character which you have sustained through life, 
Yet with this form of mind and with this cha- 
racter, we are ill thought of, we are maligned, 
and perhaps devoted in some riper day to a trial, 


in which both our civil and religious magnani- 


mity may be severely proved. Whatever fate 
await you, be directed by the lessons, and ani- 
| mated 


1 
mated by the example of your great and belov- 
ed Master, of the patriots and the martyrs of 
seventeen centuries, of your wise and brave 
and virtuous ancestors. From the fidelity of a 
few, whom no terrors could move from the 
Straight road of truth and humanity and virtue, 
God has in various periods produced the reno- 
vation of our kind and the revival of his pure 
religion. To cach of you in your respettive walk 
is committed this great and glorious intercst ; 
let this interest be near your hearts, do what is 
honestly and conscientiously right, ever bear in 
your view your Saviour and your God, do no- 
thing but what in the most solemn appeal to them 
you hope that they will approve, nothing which 
you have a secret presentiment that they will 
condemn, This world to all of you is your 
trial, disgrace not this trial by one sacrifice to 
meaner and baser views; if called to suffering, 
find the fortitude which the innocence of private 
and public guilt can alone inspire; be careful 
to appear before your Maker in the lovely dress 
of virtue and of picty;—your trial will soon be 
over, your personal reward will succeed; while 
your example, your innocence of guilt united 
with a stcdfastness in the cause of conscience and 
of truth, may, or rather under the providence 
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of the righteous Governour of the earth assur- 
edly will, prove of unknown blessing to the 
ages which are to succeed. | 

But in imitating the fortitude of your Master, 
adopt the mildness and placidness and gentleness 
of temper with which his fortitude was graced. 
While these are the ornament, they are also the 
discriminating test of a christian fortitude. In 
the struggles of Man with Man, where God and 
another world are out of view, a fortitude is of- 
ten indeed excited, but accompanied with the 
angry, vindictive and destruttive passions, and 
in these contests the virtue and the happiness 
both of the conqueror and the conquered is 
committed to hazard and to ruin. But the for- 
titude to which we are summoned in the cause 
of God and Heaven, embraces benevolence in 
all its movements. And this is ever the opera- 
tion of a virtuous and benevolent religion; 
while it purifies it exalts the mind, it sooths and 
calms the psssions, it lifts us above the world, 
it discloses to us the higher views of Providence; 
it reconciles us to life in all its varying forms, 
because it mildly and gently but steadily leads 
us in whatever form to the one sublime and so- 
lid good, the perfecting our virtue and benevo- 
lence, the fitting us for God and Heaven. In 
whatever degree I find within me the spirit of 
| the 
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the New Testament, I find a fortitude to meet 
every trial of the present life, but which admits 
and invites a union with all the kind affections 
of the human heart. If an exposure to trial and 
suffering in the christian race be thus fitted to 
the sublimest views of our religion, the exam- 
ple of Jesus Christ is well provided by God. 
Had he not been an example of suffering, and 
of that mild and pleasant resignation, which 
withdraws not the heart from Man while it raiges 
it to God, he had not been the perfect guide, 
which we now find in him. And if there were 
no other account to be given, why the beloved 
of God was submitted to a humiliated state, 
God would have been justihed from this view 
alone. In whatever degree therefore our situa- 
tion in this world shall resemble that of our 
Master, a resemblance of character is required. 
Christianity is imperfect, and our acceptance 
with God an awful uncertainty, if we be not 
conformed to Jesus Christ in every virtue 
which was exhibited in him for our especial 
instruttion and imitation. 

Be firm then as jesus Christ was, nor suffer 
the contradiftion of sinners, be what it will, 


ever to shake the fidelity which you owe to God 


and to his Son, but with all your constancy and 
| | all 
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all your piety, cherish the affectionate tender. 
nesses of Man, and be perswaded that to do 
this, will be as conducive to all your true inte. 
rests, as it will be acceptable to God. Direct 
your affection supremely to God and to another 
world, but consider humanity in all its mild, 
| pleasant and benevolent walk as the exercise of 
| this elevated affection: you will thus secure your 
| virtue in every trial, you will acquire the pos- 
; session of yourselves, the government of your 
| 


minds, the command of your passions, and you 

will add greatly to your true comfort. You 

| cannot alter the general destination of human 
| nature, you cannot in any interest or plan of hu- 
AS man life forbid dissappointment to reach you, 
if you cannot prevent the approach of misfortune, 
of sickness, of death, the loss of friends and 
families, the broils and tumults of life, the ill 
temper and ill treatment of injurious men, the 
disgusting satiety which hangs upon most of our 
enjoyments; but a disposition prepared to meet 
these events with a placid mildness, with a sym- 
pathetic affeftion to our kind, with a lowly sub- 
mission to the will of God and a mind raised a- 
hove this world, blunts the edge of these trials, 
makes them fall with less oppressive weight on 
us, lcaves us still free to turn our attention to 
whatever 
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whatever comforts a merciful God has left us, 
and saves us from that disgrace, that poor ab- 
jectness of spirit, or self. tormenting passion, in- 
to which ungoverned and low-direted min 

fall. "A 
Men of the world talk highly of warmth of 
temper, quick sensibility, and what they are 
pleased to call a generous resentment. But they 
are unwise and fatal preceptors, and they who 
imbibe their lessons often make a sad shipwreck 
of their best enjoyments, as well as of their high- 
est duties. Warmth of temper, quickness of 
spirit and even resentment are the gifts of God 
to us, and designed to answer wise purposes, 
but perhaps the wisest purpose of all and which 
may be the least thought of, is that they are gi- 
ven to us to be our greatest trials, and that in 
governing these headstrong and turbulent in- 
mates we are summoned by God to exercise and 
perfect a virtue and a picty of the highest form. 
It is confessed that they are often allied to the 
noblest qualities, but only in minds which are 
well governed and well directed, and which can 
subdue these passions to wisdom and to duty. 
Whatever of innocence belongs to their exer- 
tion, is in moments of surprise, in sudden em- 
ergencies and pressing dangers, or where indi- 
85 vidual 
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, vidual compassion, the rescue of a fellow crea. 
ture, or the resistance to malevolent politics call 
ſor animated movements. But to look on them 
in themselves as virtues is the morality of a brute, 
not of a Man or of a christian; and they who 
aft upon this supposition, and surrender them- 
selves up to their warm, impatient and resentful 
rule, seldom taste a happiness beyond that of 
the brute; the sweet the calm and temperate 
gratifications of life are lost to them. I speak 


in this from experience, nor do I doubt that I 


speak to the experience of many of you. Hea- 
ven in its wisdom has been pleased to annex to 
my constitution more of this quickness of tem- 
per, impatience of spirit, and tendency to resent- 
ment, than with all my sense of duty to God 
and Man I have been well able to manage, and 


some of the bitterest vexations which I have ex- 


perienced in my passage through life have arisen 
from the inquictude of mind and from the pain 
and seif-condemnation, which the surprise of 
these passions has occasioned. I thank my God 
therefore for the mild and placid example of 
Jesus Christ, and it becomes us all to be thank- 
ful, and to be more and more every day adopting 
into our practice the lesson of his gentleness, 
patience and resignation, if we hope to pass with 

a well 
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a well-prepared spirit into his and ble(Father's 


world of peace and love. 6 


As it has appeared to you that the mild tem- 
per and calm submission to suffering in our 
Saviour was derived from his piety and his be- 
nevolence, be it your care to cherish these two 
generous inhabitants of the human mind. The 
gentleness and paticnce of the gospel is not a 
constitutional temper, but engrafted by piety 
and benevolence on humanity and good. nature, 
and may be produced by these two powerful 
agents, where the original character has not much 
of humanity or good nature in it. But depend 
upon it, that the vexations and crosscs of life 
will not be borne with decency or dignity, where 
a reverence to God and an affection to Man do 
not interpose their benign lessons. Pride, petu- 


lance, spleen, anger and revenge must be killed 


by their hands or they will govern us at will, 
and subject us to all their malignant and wild 
rule. 

Go then into the world of your Creator ; ex- 
pett to meet with dissappointment ; do not hope 
that the condition of human life will accommo- 
date itself to your childish wishes, or that all 


things will go smoothly, because you may even 


think that you have deserved a favourable treat- 


ment. 
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ment. be most deserving that ever trod the 
stage of human life have found it otherwise 
under the government of God, and many of the 
best of our race have had little other experience 
of human life. Adapt your minds to whatever 
shall be the will of God for you, and under every 
trial preserve your reverence to him, your sub- 
mission to his appointment, your regard to his 
favour, and your good-temper to your fellow- 
creatures. If others have ated ill, it is a noble 
consolation that no vice on your part has con- 
tributed to or justified the ill, that you have 
returned good for evil, that you have aimed 
through life at, the glory of God and the hap- 
piness of mankind, that as you aspire to a world 
of everlasting peace and felicity, you have che- 
rished the interests of peace and happiness here, 
and on all occasions cultivated a temper which 
may be introduced to the mansions of the bless- 
ed, as no stranger to their charatter and joys, 
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